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MURPHY-HARPST Our Mission

Provide a safe and nurturing environment where severely abused and neglected children
and teenagers can thrive and heal toward a goal of re-engaging with society and leading

100

productive lives.
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A Letter from Scott

Friends of Murphy-Harpst,

As we move into our second century, | want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to each member
of the Murphy-Harpst community—our staff, donors, and friends. Your dedication and support are
at the heart of the healing and growth made possible for the children and youth in our care. This is
especially evident in the laughter and learning that fills our classrooms this time of year.

Education has always been central to our mission. Our founders, Ethel Harpst and Sarah Murphy,
were teachers who established schools for vulnerable children nearly a century ago. Today, that
legacy continues through Murphy-Harpst's Glen York Academy, where learning and healing go
hand in hand.

Located on our Cedartown campus, the Academy provides a stable, supportive environment for youth who have experienced
significant trauma. Our team of educators, therapists, and para-professionals work together to build resilience, restore
confidence, and reignite a love of learning. This newsletter offers a closer look at the Academy’s mission and the outcomes it
helps achieve. | am most proud of this educational commmitment across all our programs—from the campus Academy to our
Evolve Initiative and Specialized Foster Care—where students are supported in their transitions to vocational training, college,
and to living healthy, stable lives.

As Georgia continues to rely on Murphy-Harpst for innovative child welfare solutions, we are expanding, opening new residential
units and planning for future growth. With this comes a growing need for trauma-informed, high-quality classroom care. While
our current Academy space below the chapel has served generations well, we are working toward new facilities that will meet
evolving educational and therapeutic needs. Achieving this goal will require vision, perseverance and the ongoing support of
our steadfast partners.

As we look toward this future, | want to thank you for continuing to stand with us and for your commitment to improving the
lives of Georgia's children and youth.

All my best,

Michael Scott Merritt, President and CEO

Leadership Spotlight
Murphy-Harpst Welcomes Linda Young as New
Board Chair

We are thrilled to announce that Linda Young has been appointed as
the new Chair of the Board of Directors for Murphy-Harpst Children’s
Center. A dedicated educator and advocate, Linda has a remarkable
35-year history of supporting at-risk youth. Her connection to our
organization is longstanding, beginning with her fundraising efforts
three decades ago before she officially joined the board in 2018.

Linda succeeds our outgoing chair, Martha Carroll, who served
with distinction for six years and will continue to be a vital part of
our board. In her new role, Linda will focus on increasing board
engagement, expanding our key programs, including the Evolve
program for older youth, and bolstering our presence in the
community. We are confident that her leadership will help us
continue our mission of providing essential services to children in

foster care throughout Georgia. 2| Letter from Scott &
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Murphy-Harpst Academy

More Than Just a School, It’'s a Family

For the children who arrive at Murphy-Harpst, school is often a place of anxiety and failure. Unstable home environments and
the trauma they've endured have left them behind academically, struggling to keep up in traditional school settings. But
here, on our campus, a different kind of school awaits them, Murphy-Harpst Academy. It's more than just a place of learning;
it's a place of healing, growth, and family.

At Murphy-Harpst's Glen York Academy, our COGNIA-accredited school, we don't just see a student who is behind in math
or reading. We see a whole child who wants to be able to learn in a safe, loving and patient environment.. Our teachers and
para-professionals work hand-in-hand with therapists to create Individualized Education Plans (IEP) that help our students
not only catch up academically but also learn to trust, overcome challenges, and build a foundation for a successful future.

A Family Atmosphere Built on Trust

The resounding theme you'll hear from staff when they talk about
Murphy-Harpst Academy is that it's a “family.” This isn't just a feel-
good slogan; it's woven into the very fabric of the school. “We are
a family, not individuals trying to outdo one another,” one staff
member shared. “We work together for the good of the whole
family.” This collaborative spirit creates a nurturing environment
where students can finally let their guard down. As Scott Merritt,
CEO of Murphy-Harpst, says, “Once the students realize they're in
a safe environment, that's when they begin to excel.”

This sense of safety is crucial, because, as another staff member
put it, “Students feel the love and know we care about them
as a person.” This love is expressed through a therapeutic
academic model that sets Murphy-Harpst Academy apart. Tonia
Little, Murphy-Harpst Academy Principal, explains, “Our focus
is to address the needs of the whole child.” This means having
resources like a Sensory Room, something most traditional
schools don't have, where a student can go to regulate their
emotions and process their triggers in a relaxing environment.
Tonia also emphasizes the unique qualifications of the staff: “Our
certified teachers and para-pros are not just educators; they are
trained to work specifically with students who have come from
backgrounds of trauma.”



A Holistic Approach to Healing and Learning

The Academy seamlessly integrates with the rest of the Murphy-
Harpst campus. Education is not a separate silo; it's part of
a holistic ecosystem of care. The Murphy-Harpst Academy
connects with residential life, spiritual care, and therapeutic
activities to ensure that every aspect of a child'’s life is working in
harmony to support their healing and growth.

This collaboration is a key advantage. Teachers provide daily
reports to the cottages, and they work closely with cottage
leaders and staff to address any challenges a child might be
facing. If a student is acting out in school, the cottage staff and
therapist is there to help them understand their choices and
encourage them to make appropriate ones. This collaborative
approach ensures that every adult in a child’s life is on the same
page, working together to help them succeed.

The campus itself becomes a classroom. The therapeutic
recreational program and equine therapy can be woven into
lesson plans, providing unique, hands-on learning experiences.
It's this holistic, all-encompassing approach that helps students
who have been failed by traditional systems to finally thrive.

Celebrating Success, One Child at a Time

Success at Murphy-Harpst Academy isn't always measured by test scores. It's measured in the small victories, the breakthroughs
in trust, and the development of life skills. It's the story of a student named Billy, who, with the help of his teacher, was able
to identify a trigger and used the Sensory Room to calm himself down. It's the story of a young man in the Transitional Living
Program who, with the encouragement of the staff, overcame his fears about the future, graduated from Murphy-Harpst
Academy, and is now in an Independent Living Program—a huge step towards a self-sufficient life. Scott Merritt also shared
the story of another young man who, with the help of a Life Coach, not only got his diploma at Cedartown High School, but is
now working a construction job on campus, saving up for college.

These stories are a testament to the transformative power of the Murphy-Harpst Academy model. As one student shared,
“Really, it's helped me learn and get WAY better grades. | am taught, and | am learning.”

Looking to the Future

Murphy-Harpst Academy has already transformed countless lives, but we're not stopping there. As effective as the Academy
has been, we're currently limited by our space. Murphy-Harpst Academy is confined to a single hallway in the basement of
our chapel, leading to constraints on classroom sizes and access to technology. That's why we have exciting plans for a new,
expanded building, a space that will be more trauma-informed and therapeutic-friendly. This new building is not just about
bricks and mortar; it's about creating an even more healing and effective environment for our students and staff.

As we look to the future, we are filled with hope. Hope for the students who will walk through our doors, and hope for the
bright futures they will build for themselves. Murphy-Harpst Academy will continue to be a place where children who have
known so much pain can find a family, a community, and a place to finally heal, learn, and thrive.

4 | MH Academy



Engaging with Our Community

Scan to read more

PaintFest Brings Partners
Together for Murphy-Harpst
Art has the power to transform, and this summer, our campus

proved it. On July 11th, our recreation center became a vibrant
studio for PaintFest, thanks to a special partnership with the

Foundation for Hospital Art and volunteers from Bank of America.

Over 40 youth and staff discovered the joy of creation together.
The beautiful paintings will soon be hung on campus, turning
our shared spaces into galleries of hope and imagination—a true
reflection of the beauty our cormmunity creates.

Scan to watch video

A Night at Coolray Field
Supporting Murphy-Harpst
Children’s Centers

In celebration of Foster Care Awareness Month, Murphy-Harpst
joined forces with the Gwinnett Stripers for a night of baseball with
a purpose on May 30. A portion of every ticket purchased helped
support our mission to provide healing and hope to vulnerable
youth. Students proudly marched on the field with a banner, and
the team highlighted our mission on the big screen. Our team

also set up a table to share information with fans. We're grateful

for everyone who came out to support us. These events are about
more than fundraising, they build community and remind kids that
people believe in them.

Scan to read more

Celebrating Growth with New
Evolve Homes

We're thrilled to announce the opening of two new Evolve homes

in Augusta, bringing our total to six in the area. This is a significant
step in our mission to provide innovative and therapeutic foster care
for Georgia’s children. These homes use a community approach,
with two sets of dedicated foster parents providing a stable, family-
style setting for four children. The Evolve Initiative offers in-home
therapy, case management, and tutoring, helping children heal
from trauma and build a foundation for a successful future.



Tributes

IN HONOR

Betty Archer

Jessie Bosley
Savannah Bosley
Phil Brewster

Carol Burns

Anna Carter

Carole Cole

Diana Dawson
William Dupre

Rev. Burch Fannin
Rev. Dr. Mable Foster
Timothy Graham
Rodney and Jody Grizzle
Gladys Heath

Emily Hewatt

Leah Hewatt

Carol Holbrook
Melinda Jett

Ben Joiner

Rick King

Charlie and Larrie Koontz

Lynne Kuglar

Harold L. Machen

Holly and Candy McManus
Linda Merrill

Marion Meythaler

Sally Morgan

Kurt and Diane Nicholson
North West District UMC Clergy
Lyndell G. Norwood

Jule Peek, Jr.

Carol Presley

Margaret “Peggy” Scott

Beth Spears

Bill Whorley

Lowell and Dr. Sondra Wilkins
Linda Young

DONOR

Daneise Archer

Daneise Archer

Daneise Archer

David Manning Brewster
Daneise Archer

Deborah Lynne Risvold
Kathy Creekmuir

Jean M. Smith

Harrison Kohler

Bob and Carol Winkle-Baldwin
Margaret P. Elder

Ann Farnell

Daneise Archer
Huntington National Bank
Thomas and Carolyn Carter
Thomas and Carolyn Carter
Larry and Bonnie O'Neil
Daneise Archer

Julie McCollum
Huntington National Bank

Peachtree Presbyterian Credence
Sunday School

Daneise Archer

David and Morgan Smith
Joshua H. McManus

Dr. Alfred H. Merrill Jr.
Kathy Creekmuir
Daneise Archer

Whitesburg United Methodist
Church

Douglas and Josie Hickom

Allen Memorial UMC Sisters in
Action

Clay and Lisa Allen
Daneise Archer

Becky Griffin Ramsey
Daneise Archer

Lauralee Hunter

Trip and Michelle Johnson
Chandler Law, LLC

IN MEMORY

Dawn J. Austin

Madeline Bramblett

Nan Brewster

Harold and Sara Martha Brooks
Sonja Corley

George Cosper

Charles L. Crawley, Jr.

Charles L. Crawley, Jr.

Charles L. Crawley, Jr.
Catherine Farrar Davis

LTC RET Holman Edmond, Jr.t
Tim Fair

Don C. Hammonds

Heather Skillings Higginbotham
Virginia Harris Howard

Doug Jewett

Mary S. Jones
Daisy Lyle

Daisy V. MacLean

Jake Martin

Judy McArthur

“Gussie” Sinclair Foster Moore
Joyce E. Morris

Joyce E. Morris

Charles and Lillian Niemeier
Millie Orr

Millie Orr

Millie Orr

Drs. Carroll and Gwen Perkins
Joan M. Porter

Tish Redwine

Ray, Jane, and Joe Renard
Harold F. Richards

Thomas Rudd

Florence Stanger

Connie Toole

Kathie Van Landingham
Kelly Waldrop

James Robert Wallace

DONOR

Elaine L. Greisler

Deborah Haddle

David Manning Brewster
George and Sandra Brooks Jr..
Karl and Carol Leymann
Lee and Jennifer Smith Jr.
Betty Apt

Julie Carnes

Patsy Hauser

Sara White

L. Dorothy Edmond

Tom and Karen Grucky
Lynn Hammonds

Shaw and Babs Skillings
Andy Howard

Morrow First UMC Marvin Foster
Sunday School Class

Michael R. Jones

North West District of the
UMC

Hoschton United Methodist Church
Bob and Elaine Martin Jr

Marjorie Ovaline McArthur

Jim and Tamela Moore

A. Ray Morris

Rev. Kathy Morris

Sam and Olina Ann Niemeier

Cumming First United Methodist
Church

Ann D. Moncus

Jan Orr

Sam and Olina Ann Niemeier
James R. Porter

Susi R. Edwards

Jan Renard Murphy

Laura Jean Richards

Blaine Johnson

John and Susan McCullough

Morrow First UMC Marvin Foster
Sunday School Class

David Van Landingham

Rep. George “Buddy” and Lillian
Darden

Lithia Springs GMC Men’s Bible Class
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Scan to read more

4,943

individual therapy
sessions

Murphy-Harpst Leads the Way as
Georgia's First QRTP

We are proud to announce the official launch of our Qualified Resi-
dential Treatment Program (QRTP) on our Cedartown campus—the
first of its kind in Georgia. This groundbreaking initiative, made
possible by the Family First Prevention Services Act, allows us to
address the critical mental health needs of children who have faced
extraordinary challenges.

Our QRTP is a residential program providing a higher level of care
and meets stringent federal requirements for trauma-informed care
and clinical services. It serves as a crucial step-down service for youth
transitioning from inpatient psychiatric facilities, bridging the gap
between intensive care and independent living.

22

animals assisting
in therapy

%) .,}y Jj Foster Care Spotlight

Harlem's Next Steps

A :
ﬂ\j This fall, Harlem, one of our incredible foster

care youth, began his journey at Kennesaw
273 State University. Thanks to the support of our
. dedicated foster care team and a generous
children served ; .
community partnership with Rockmart
Walmart, he started the semester equipped

with a new laptop and backpack, ready to
take on this exciting new chapter.

Pictured right: The Rockmart
2 211 4'79 Walmart team joined us on
? ? campus to deliver backpacks to
raised in fiscal residents, ensuring even more
year 2024-2025 students had the support and
supplies for a strong start to the
semester.



Church Partners and Sponsors List

Top Company Giving

Breco Realty

B & B Building Services, Inc.

Huntington National Bank

Southwire Company

Plant Bowen - Citizens of Georgia Power
RSUI Group, Inc.

Walmart

Top Foundation Giving

Allan C. & Lelia J. Garden Foundation

Wilds L. Pierce Charitable Foundation

Community Foundation for the Central Savannah River Area
Clark and Ruby Baker Foundation

Thalia and Michael C. Carlos Foundation, Inc.

S.T.and Margaret D. Harris Foundation

Top Church Giving

Dunwoody United Methodist Church
Northbrook United Methodist Church
Peachtree Road United Methodist Church
Peachtree Presbyterian Church

Northside United Methodist Church

Due West Global Methodist Church

Top Church Per Member Giving

Rome First United Methodist Church
Whitesburg United Methodist Church

Mt. Carmel (Newnan) United Methodist Church
Hiram First United Methodist Church

Atlanta First United Methodist Church
Community First United Methodist Church

Mt. Carmel (Norcross) United Methodist Church

Karen L. Davis Insurance Agency

Bianchi & Company, Inc.

Bellamy-Strickland Chevrolet, GMC, Buick, Isuzu
Fantasia Rug Company

Homrich Berg Wealth Management, LLC
Murphy Holdings, Inc.

Sol Design, LLC

Evelyn & Frank Gordy Foundation
William I. H. and Lula Pitts Foundation
Beard Payne Family Foundation

Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation
Milton M. Ratner Foundation

Scott Hudgens Family Foundation, Inc.

Trinity On The Hill (Augusta) Global Methodist Church
St. James (Atlanta) United Methodist Church
Redwood Church at St. John

Canton First Global Methodist Church

Athens First United Methodist Church

Apalachee United Methodist Church

St. James (Atlanta) United Methodist Church
North Decatur United Methodist Church
Northbrook United Methodist Church
Vann's Valley United Methodist Church
Northside United Methodist Church
Stripling Chapel United Methodist Church
Hoschton United Methodist Church

Please contact our Advancement team at advancement@murphyharpst.org or 828.387.0752 for more information.



Heroes for Hope

Heroes for Hope are individual donors who contribute $1,000 or more in a fiscal year to Murphy-Harpst. Our Heroes for Hope
provide a large percentage of all dollars raised each year and help make big dreams come true at Murphy-Harpst.

Founder's Circle: $20,000+

Elizabeth “Libby” Anderson Estate - Gannett and Mary Elizabeth Backus - Janet Bunch - Susan B. Daniel Estate - Rev. Dr. Coy
and - Linda Hinton, Jr. - Rose B. Jackson - Malon and Kaywin Mimms - William Mitchell - James H. Moore, Executor - Phil and
Dee Scott - Greg and Whitney Watts - Nancy Wistrand

Chairman’s Circle: $15,000 — $19,999
Scott Elder

Trustee’s Circle: $10,000 — $14,999

Scott and Shannon Campbell - Lou Cataland - Chuck and Diane Criscillis - Mary Lou Dennisson - William A. DuPre’, IV - Nancy
Ann Grace - Anonymous - Nathaniel and Frances Hansford - Courtney Hart - Anonymous - Susan Posey

President’s Circle: $5,000 — $9,999

Charles and Donna Autry - Philip Brewster - John C. Ethridge, Jr. - Julie W. Galt - Courtney Hart - Andrew Kincheloe

Harold and Faye Machen - Prescott and Shirley May - William Mitchell - Ena Moore Endowment - Timothy and Terri Purcell
Harriet A. Sessoms - Lee and Erin Sjostrom - Matthew and Andrea Stahl - Kevin Torres - Richard and Suzanne Wilcox

Bo and Natalie Wilson - Harold and Lisa Wyatt

Patrons Circle: $2,500 — $4,999

Tom and Sharon Armstrong - Nancy D. Barnes - John F. Barnes, Il - Richard and Joan Beam - Annalisa Bloodworth -
Anonymous - Wes and Ashley Bunkley - Bob and Janet Campbell - Dr. Gayland Cooper - Mike and Karen Davis - John C.
Ethridge, Jr. - Michael and Shannon Everly - Chris and Camilyn Germann - Andy and Dana Giacone - Bryan and Jackie Hays
- James Hill - Kay Hudson - Andy Kincheloe - Robert S. Mathews - Jan Renard Murphy - Mac and Brenda Nease - Jule Peek -
Ruth Richardson - Shirley H. Smith - Bess Waters - Brent and Lynn Woodruff - Roger and Denise Young

Hero's Circle: $1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous - Anonymous - Bruce and Lisa Bales - Melissa Bannister - Johnny B. Barnes, Jr. - Chris and Dorothy Candler
Baugher - Emily B. Beals - Bryan Benfield - Milford and Marilyn Bennett - Brian and Emily Berner - Milton and Susan Berry

- Rev. Paula D. Billhimer and Dr. David Fernandez - Jonathan Black - Pamela Bohlander - Scott and Sheryl Bomar - Rev.
and Mrs. Scobie Branson - David Manning Brewster - Anonymous - Jerry and Emily Bullock - Charles Bush - Nell A. Butler -
Martha Carroll - Katherine Chapman - Rev. Richard Chewning - James and Caron Clark - Scott and Gisele Clifton - Seth and
Shawn Collins - Anonymous - Rev. Al and Lynne Cunningham - Ric and Laura Current - Dr. Richard Dixon - Charlie Doerlich
- David Dorton - Anonymous - Susi R. Edwards - Doug English, Sr. - Anonymous - Anonymous - William and Lacy Evans -
Inman and Carolyn Fairchild - Douglas and Meri Falciglia - Andrew Farr - Richard and Charlene Franklin - James and Cheryl
Garrett - Don and Peggy Graab - Robert H. Griffin - Tracey Hagin - Don R. Haley - Tracy Hall - Randy and Susan Hardy - Susan
Harris - Thomas J. Harrold, Jr. - Paul and Gina Hawkinson - Harriet T. Holmes - Betty L. Hrisak - Robert J. Hulsey - Byron and
Nancy Hunt - Troy and Kristy Irrer - Chuck and Carole Juray - Meredith Kelley - Greg and Karin King - Kohler Harrison - Mark
and Ellen Kramer - Rev. E. Kenneth Kulp - Michelle Lamora - Billy and Lisa Laube - Joan Lavin - Larry and Robin Lewark -
Elisabeth Lovas - Rev. Dr. Gary MacDonald and Dr. Heidi Miller - Anonymous - Wade and Kelly Malone - Wesley and Rev.
Dianne McCann - Annabelle McCuen - David and Anne McDaniel - Brian and Tammy McElroy - Shane McKnight - Joshua H.
McManus - Scott Merritt - Jennifer L. Mitchell - Rev. David and Katherine Moore - Thomas and Barbara Morton - George and
Sally Murphy - H. Stetser Murphy, Jr. - Chris Olson - Anonymous - Paul Pansini - Anil and Anita Patel - Marvin and Suzanne
Peden - John and Mary Penuel - Musette Powell - Jack and Susan Prather - Terry and Sue Raymond - Jim and Mary Jo
Reeves - Scott and Jennifer Reiser - Dr. Clint and Tracy Rex - James and Miriam Rhyne - Charles and Shana Richardson -
Carrie Riddle - Kae G. Rivenbark - Austin Ross - Walter and Susan Rowe - Barclay and Miriam Rushton - Kathryn Sanders -
Edith Scott - Capt. Stephen and Elise Shankle - Jack and Kelly Smith - Brenton and Andrea Smith - Ted and Lynne Smith

- Jimmy and Becky Smith - Cathy Smith - Priscilla Smith - Patricia C. Smolley - Leon and Bobby Solomon - Matthew and
Andrea Stahl - Cory Stephens - Pamela D. Strickland - Terry and Wanda Taylor - Kevin Torres - Anonymous - Joan C. Waits -
Margaret Whitaker - Jack and Bette Whitley - William W. Whorley - Barney and Sarah Wright
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Murphy-Harpst

LIFE AND HOPE FOR CHILDREN

Murphy-Harpst Children’s Centers
740 Fletcher Street
Cedartown, GA 30125




