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A Letter from Scott
Friends of Murphy-Harpst, 

Welcome to our 2020-2021 Impact Report! As we begin the new fi scal year, we refl ect on the many blessings 
of the past while looking forward to the year ahead. We specifi cally give thanks to you for your prayers 
and unwavering support during a challenging year; our staff for their constant guidance, kindness, and 
professionalism; and our Board of Directors for their ongoing leadership, compassion, and generosity.  

In this Impact Report, you will see how you helped change the lives of Georgia’s most vulnerable children. The 
numbers are incredible reminders of the infl uence our actions have on others. The impact of every donation, 

every gift-in-kind, every hour spent on a work team is directly refl ected in the services we offer our children. Behind each statistic in this report 
is a brighter future for our children – a brighter future that would be impossible without your support.  

For almost 100 years, Murphy-Harpst has risen to meet the greatest challenges of Georgia’s children, providing them with a safe and nurturing 
space to discover hope and healing. I am confi dent that with your continued support and willingness to serve, we can continue to provide that 
hope and healing to even more children in need. The impact we made together in 2020-2021 is nothing short of extraordinary, and we invite you 
to continue to be a part of our story in the year ahead!  

Best,

M. Scott Merritt  | President & CEO

Martha Carroll, Chair
Atlanta, Georgia

Scott Campbell, Vice-Chair
Cumming, Georgia

Annalisa Bloodworth, Treasurer
Decatur, Georgia

Linda Young, Secretary
Dunwoody, Georgia

Brad Brown
Atlanta, Georgia

Barbara Brown Cooper
Rome, Georgia

Rev. Richard Chewning
Dahlonega, Georgia

Bruce Elder
Atlanta, Georgia 

Scott Elder
Decatur, Georgia

Jo Cranford Hodges
Atlanta, Georgia

Andy Kincheloe
Atlanta, Georgia

Tricia Kinney
Atlanta, Georgia

Scott Merritt
Cedartown, Georgia

Rev. Dr. Kevin Murriel
Atlanta, Georgia

Steve Powell
Milton, Georgia

Haejin Ban
Duluth, Georgia 

Deloris Carhee
Atlanta, Georgia 

Stephanie Drassler
Roswell, Georgia 

Cindi Hicks
Cedartown, Georgia 

Rev. John Pinson
Dalton, Georgia

Cathy Riley
Jasper, Georgia 

Bobby Solomon
Rock Spring, Georgia

Tryphenia Speed
Decatur, Georgia

Our Mission
Provide a safe and nurturing environment where severely abused 
and neglected children and teenagers can thrive and heal toward a 
goal of re-engaging with society and leading productive lives.
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Board Member 
Spotlight
Scott Campbell

Scott Campbell serves as the 
Vice-Chair of the Murphy-Harpst 
Board of Directors. Scott grew up 
attending Alpharetta First UMC, 
where he remains a member, and 

supporting Murphy-Harpst is a family affair for the Campbells! 
“My family and I were introduced to Murphy-Harpst through my 
mother,” says Scott. “I immediately knew we wanted to be a part 
of the important work Murphy-Harpst is doing.” Scott and his 
wife, Shannon, bring their children (Carson, Piper, and William) to 
our campus and often share our story with their friends in their 
home city of Cumming, GA.

Scott has been a champion for our children not only in his 
personal life but in his professional life as well. A Partner at 
Shiver Hamilton, LLC, Scott and his team come to Murphy-Harpst 
each summer to host the “Animal Show” Fun Friday with our 
kids. Additionally, Shiver Hamilton, LLC is one of our corporate 
sponsors at the Murphy-Harpst Golf Classic this year! We are so 
grateful for Scott and the way he and his family love and serve 
Murphy-Harpst.

What’s New
Northside UMC Provides New 
Outdoor Furniture

This spring, Murphy-Harpst campus received a major facelift! 
Northside UMC in Atlanta ended 2020 with a fi nancial surplus 
which they distributed to their mission partners. Murphy-Harpst 
was blessed to receive a generous donation that enabled us to outfi t 
our campus with durable, commercial-grade outdoor furniture. 
Our kids spent the summer enjoying dozens of new picnic tables, 
benches, umbrellas, and 
rocking chairs outside of the 
Cottages and in Recreation 
Areas. We are so grateful to 
the generosity of Northside 
UMC’s Members, and 
their Mission Committee’s 
dedication to Murphy-
Harpst! Additionally, we’d 
like to thank the Due West 
UMC United Methodist Men 
for spending a volunteer day 
on campus assembling and 
installing the donation. 
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Ethel Harpst’s commitment  
to children in need 

“I will do the best I can.” With those words, Ethel Harpst 
unknowingly started the realization of a dream she’d held 
for years. Growing up in the foothills of the Appalachian 
mountains, Miss Harpst longed to build a home to serve 
women and their children living in poverty. In pursuit of that 
dream, she became a Deaconess in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Deaconesses were responsible for carrying out 
the work delegated to the Woman’s Board of Home Missions, 
and today Deaconesses are commissioned as “laywomen and 
laymen who are called by God to be in a lifetime relationship 
in The United Methodist Church for engagement with a full-
time vocation in ministries of love, justice, and service” (from 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org). 
It is fitting that Miss Harpst was 
one of the first Deaconesses, as her 
life was dedicated to and defined 
by her ministry of love, justice, and 
service to the children and families 
of Cedartown.

       In 1914 Ethel Harpst left 
her hometown of Boaz, AL, and 
was sent to Cedartown to serve 
as superintendent of the McCarty 
Settlement House. The Methodist 
Church had established the 
settlement house in the Goodyear 
Mill Village there which offered a 
kindergarten and day care for mill workers and a night school 
for the parents. Church that was held in the settlement house 
until a church building could be garnered. Miss Harpst, a 
brilliant innovator and manager, directed all of these activities. 

Miss Harpst accepted this appointment with the understanding 
that the position would be temporary and allow her to serve 
mothers and children in the poverty-stricken areas of northern 
Georgia and Alabama. For the next ten years, Miss Harpst 
taught, led community events, and cared for the sick in the 
community. As various illnesses claimed the lives of mothers 
in the Cedartown area, she realized that the need existed right 
where she was for a children’s home like the one she had 
dreamed of.One dying mother asked Ethel to take her children 
and look after them on her passing, to which Miss Harpst 
replied, “I will do the best I can.” Soon after, she had more 
children than could comfortably fit in the Settlement House. So 
they moved into a larger facility, and in 1924 the Ethel Harpst 
Children’s Home was established.

       Even the larger home quickly proved to be insufficient, 
and the need for space grew. Miss Harpst expressed, “The 
Holy Spirit breathed a prayer into my weary soul and constantly 
a prayer went up to my Father in Heaven to provide a place 
where these little ones and others like them could have a home 
and an opportunity to grow up to be useful men and women.” 
Due to those constant prayers and her ambitious commitment, 
Miss Harpst was successful in finding support for additional 
buildings to house the ever-growing group of children in her 
care. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pfeiffer were particularly integral 
in the development and construction of the Ethel Harpst 
Children’s Home’s campus. Harpst retired in 1951 at the age of 
68.

       Though her life’s work looked different from her 
original dream, Ethel Harpst’s consistent pursuit of her calling 
by God toward love, justice, and service made her an exemplary 

Deaconess. She may not have 
dreamed that her simple promise 
to “do the best I can” would end up 
impacting thousands of children, 
and perhaps that’s what makes her 
so extraordinary. She didn’t set out to 
save the lives of children for decades; 
she was simply doing what needed 
to be done in and for her community. 
Ethel Harpst lived out her devotion 
to God and to the children around 
her who needed help and hope, and 
that legacy is one continued today at 
Murphy-Harpst Children’s Centers.

To learn more about 
Ethel Harpst, her legacy, and the history of Murphy-
Harpst, please visit our new “virtual tour” website at  
visit.murphyharpst.org

   

Her life was  
dedicated to and 

defined by her 
ministry of love, 

justice, and service 
to the children 
and families of 

Cedartown.

Meet the Founders



Volunteer Spotlight
Waleska First UMW

We can likely all agree that the pandemic has been tough for all of 
us, and at Murphy-Harpst, our children and staff were constantly 
looking for ways to stay distracted, engaged and entertained during 
quarantines. Waleska UMW, under leadership of Mrs. Sylvia Robertson 
and Mrs. Tammy Powers, provided consistent quarterly support to 
the on-campus Point Store throughout the last 18 months. This small 
but mighty group loves to shop for art supplies, fun snacks, sporting 
equipment, electronics, jewelry, journaling supplies, and much more. 
Thank you, Waleska UMW, for thinking of us, shopping for us, praying 
for us, supporting us, and staying in such close contact! You share an 
amazing generosity of heart, spirit, and love.

To learn more about how you and your organization can volunteer 
with Murphy-Harpst, please contact: Pamela Kramer 404.376.2723 
pkramer@murphyharpst.org

Employee Spotlight
Susan Stroup

L. Susan Stroup is the Advancement Services Coordinator at 
Murphy-Harpst. In her official role, she serves on our Advancement 
Team by maintaining the systems that help us track our donations, 
supporters, volunteers, and relationships, but in reality, Ms. Susan 
does much more than that for our kids and our campus! After 24 
years with Murphy-Harpst, Susan has a wealth of knowledge and is 
always willing to help. Most recently she has taken on the mantle 
of Deaconess. Similar to one of our founders, Ethel Harpst, Susan 
says she realized a lifelong call by choosing to work here. ”It became 
clear to me shortly after arriving at Murphy-Harpst that this was the 
position God had been preparing me for my entire life,” she says. 
“From a youth experience on the board of an orphanage, my education 
in psychology and counseling, my spiritual gift of administration, and 
a few other things, God created the perfect position that tied up a 
lot of loose threads in my life.” Formally commissioned to serve at  
Murphy-Harpst, Ms. Susan answered her calling to serve God in love, 
justice, and service by working with our kids, and we are so grateful 
that she did!

Foster Care Update: 
Makayah’s Scholarship 
Join us in congratulating Makayah! This spring, we presented 
Makayah with our first ever scholarship, made possible by the 
generosity and continued commitment to education from the team at 
Oglethorpe Power. Makayah is one of our foster youth who previously 
lived in the Murphy-Harpst residential program. We recently helped 
Makayah secure her own apartment and continue to be a support 
system for her.

Makayah was very excited to receive the scholarship and talked 
about recently passing both the phlebotomy and EKG certifications. 
She finished her program this summer and will sit for the clinical 
medical assistant exam soon. Makayah is currently a CNA at a local 
nursing home, and these additional certifications and trainings will 
enable her to do so much more with her medical career! We send 
heartfelt congratulations to Makayah on a job well done and we are 
rooting for her in her next chapter!

Pictured L-R: Director of Specialized Foster Care Miss Agnetta 
Delancy, Martha Knight (Makayah’s foster parent), and Makayah, and 
Assistant Director Miss Angie Davis. Glenn T. York, / 

Jr. Academy Graduation 
On May 29th, Murphy-Harpst’s on-campus school hosted its first 
ever Graduation Ceremonies! Four of our residents graduated 
from York Academy, a first for Murphy-Harpst. We are so proud of 
how hard they have worked to achieve this incredible milestone.

Here is a little about what is next for our graduates. They each 
have unique goals and dreams, and we are eager to see what 
bright futures await.

AD: AD aspires to have a career in Video Game Design. Her plans 
are to work this summer and attend college or technical school in 
the fall.

DH: DH wants to return home to live with his mother, where he 
plans to get a job to help support his family. Once his family 
becomes more financially stable, he hopes to attend college and 
major in Marine Biology.

CS: CS is planning to move to an Independent Living Program 
and go to college. His desire is to work with Georgia Power, as a 
Lineman. He is also interested in becoming a certified welder or 
possibly attending the Navy or Air Force.

JM: JM’s goal is to join the Marines as an Infantry Specialist. He 
wants to become a mechanic and own his own business. He is 
also interested in learning all aspects of carpentry, plumbing, and 
construction in order to build his own home.

In addition to our York Academy Graduates, a young man in our 
Foster Care Program graduated from Alexander High School in 
Douglas County as well! JA plans to attend vocational school for 
auto mechanics now that he has completed this  
wonderful milestone.

Students Dazzle at  
MH Prom 
High school prom is a rite of passage for so many, and in May we 
were able to host Murphy-Harpst’s biggest one yet! Forty-one kids 
attended prom on our campus in one of the first social events that 
felt “normal” in more than a year. The young men and women put 
on formal wear, had the option to get their hair/makeup/nails done, 
had photos taken, and danced the night away with our staff and 
volunteers. Their excitement and pride beams through the photos! 
Thank you to the volunteers from Hope UMC and County Line UMC, 
along with the Murphy-Harpst staff, for making the event possible. 
What an amazing night to remember!
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84,192
meals served

9
kids with jobs in our 

Transitional Living 
Program

1,268 60
hours of group therapy corporate sponsors

2,131
hours of individual 

therapy

24 16
foster families sibling groups placed in 

foster homes

155
full- and part-time staff

23 1,138 143
adoptions and 
reunifications

referrals children receiving 
Christmas gifts

59
counties represented

9
horses on campus

247
 kids served across 

all programs

Your 2020–2021 Impact

2,063
donors

$1.8M
raised in this 

fiscal year

Douglasville SFC Office
On June 7th, Murphy-Harpst opened our first Specialized Foster Care office in Douglasville!

Murphy-Harpst Specialized Foster Care has been serving children and families in Northwest 
Georgia for many years. As the need has grown, so has our team and our Foster Care Family. 
We recently opened a Foster Care office in Douglasville to expand our footprint in West 
Georgia and Metro Atlanta. With over 13,000 children in foster care in the state of Georgia, 
the need for foster families and supporting communities is as high as it has ever been.

Our new Foster Care office is located in Douglasville First United Methodist Church. A 
supportive partner of Murphy-Harpst, Douglasville First welcomed us to their campus with 
a beautiful office space. This partnership will enable us to host trainings, meet families, and 
share space in a community committed to supporting foster care.

Welcome, Jessica, Lexi,  
and Bella!
Murphy-Harpst has a new Director of Recreation, Miss Jessica Morgan! Miss Jessica joined 
the Murphy-Harpst Team in May and has hit the ground running. In addition to filling our kids’ 
summers with safe, fun opportunities to play with purpose, Miss Jessica brings her animals 
to campus! Here is a little about our two newest Animal Assisted “Therapists,” Bella and Lexi:

Bella is a beautiful Australian 
Shepherd/Black Lab mix who 
recently celebrated her 7th 
birthday on campus with 75 
new friends. Bella is certified 
by the Alliance of Therapy 
Dogs and she has her Canine 
Good Citizen Certificate.

Lexi is a 14-year old Haflinger 
with a gorgeous golden mane! 
Lexi has a background in 
dressage and jumping, and our 
kids are already excited to see 
her at work!

18
animals assisting 

in therapy
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Church & Community 
Partners
In order to provide some of Georgia’s most vulnerable children 
with the healing and positive childhood experiences they deserve, 
Murphy-Harpst relies on the generous giving of churches, friends, and 
supporters. Thanks to individuals, foundations, groups, congregations, 
and corporations, we raised 1.8 million dollars this fiscal year to go 
directly towards serving the children in our residential programs and 
foster care. We are incredibly grateful to all who partnered with us to 
make this year successful!

Here are some of our top supporting churches, foundations, and 
corporations that helped make the 2020-2021 fiscal year full of 
memorable experiences for our kids.

Please contact James Waddey at jwaddey@murphyharpst.org or 404.512.7462 for more information.

Heroes for Hope
In the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year, Murphy-Harpst celebrated the third year of our Heroes for Hope Program! Heroes for Hope are individual donors 
who contribute $1,000 or more in a fiscal year to Murphy-Harpst. Our Heroes for Hope provide a large percentage of all dollars raised each 
year and help make big dreams come true at Murphy-Harpst. The 2020-2021 Heroes for Hope class included 156 individuals and couples, 
generously contributing over $675,000 in total. 

Founder’s Circle: $20,000+
Rev. Dr. Coy and Linda Hinton, Jr. | George and Rachel Jones Estate | Michael and Cathleen Maloney | Malcolm and Musette Powell | Phil and 
Dee Scott | Nancy Wistrand

Top 10 Churches by total giving

Alpharetta First United Methodist Church
Dunwoody United Methodist Church
Peachtree Road United Methodist Church
Northside United Methodist Church
Roswell United Methodist Church

Rome First United Methodist Church
Due West United Methodist Church
Canton First United Methodist Church
Northbrook United Methodist Church
St. James (Atlanta) United Methodist Church

Top 10 Churches by per-member giving

Woodbury United Methodist Church
Warm Springs United Methodist Church
Marvin (Barnesville) United Methodist Church
Smyrna (Dallas) United Methodist Church
Poseyville United Methodist Church

Whitesburg United Methodist Church
Rome First United Methodist Church
Bishop United Methodist Church
Milner United Methodist Church
White Oak United Methodist Church

Top 10 Foundation Sponsors

Georgia United Methodist Foundation, Inc.
John and Mary Franklin Foundation, Inc.
Milton M. Ratner Foundation
Thalia and Michael C. Carlos Foundation, Inc.
Clark and Ruby Baker Foundation

Imlay Foundation, Inc.
Wilds L. Pierce Charitable Foundation
Winn 3 Charitable Fund
Stratton Foundation
Allan C. & Leila J. Garden Foundation

Top 10 Corporate Sponsors 

Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
B & B Building Services, Inc.
Foxglove Antiques & Galleries, Inc.

McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
Henderson Electric Co. LLC
Network for Good
Walmart Foundation

Chairman’s Circle: $15,000 – $19,999
Philip Brewster | Greg and Whitney Watts

Trustee’s Circle: $10,000 – $14,999
Jackson L. Bone | R. Scott Campbell | Bruce Elder | Billy and Theresa Hand   ’ Estate | William Mitchell | Paul and Amanda Murach | George 
and Betty Turk

President’s Circle: $5,000 – $9,999 
Joan and Richard Beam | Colin and Elizabeth Bessonette | Lou Cataland | Dr. Gayland Cooper | Brad and Dr. Amy David | Michael Dozier | 
John C. Ethridge, Jr. | Alexander and Helen Fuqua | Julie W. Galt | Nathaniel and Frances Hansford | David and Linette Heydinger | Virginia 
Harris Howard | Nina W. Jagers | Donna Joyner | Richard and Gina King | Eleanor M. Marbut | Robert S. Mathews | Kevin Torres

Patrons Circle: $2,500 – $4,999
Tom and Sharon Armstrong | Charles and Donna Autry | Linda Barron | James L. Bell | Doris Blaylock Estate | Erin Carter | Margaret M. Foster 
| Nancy Ann Grace | Sean and Courtney Hart | James Hill | Ellen H. Horner | Paul Jones | Meredith Kelley | Jeff A. Marcus | C. Scott and 
Stephanie Martin | Brian and Tammy McElroy | Christine Moore | Kae G. Rivenbark | Paul and Lou Roth | Lee and Erin Sjostrom

Hero’s Circle: $1,000 – $2,499
Ellen and Jim Alfriend | Timothy and Jennifer Ash | Tom and Brenda Banks | Jeffrey and Jennifer Barnard | John F. Barnes, III | Nancy D. 
Barnes | Chris and Dorothy Candler Baugher | Bryan Benfield | Calvin T.  Betz | Rev. Paula D. Billhimer and Dr. David Fernandez | Jonathan 
Black | Lenora Ann Black | Randy and Cindy Blalock | Scott Bomar | Caroline and David Booker | Jean E. Bouts | Bob and Jeanie Brantley | 
Brad Brown | Jerry and Emily Bullock | Wes and Ashley Bunkley | Gaines R. Burnett | Ben and Janet Burns | Janet and Bob Campbell | Martha 
Carroll | Yvonne Chastant | Richard and Susan Chewning | Raymon H. Cox | Rev. Dr. Dan Crawford | Molly Cummings | Rev. Al and Lynne 
Cunningham | Ric and Laura Current | Joel and Becky Davis | Mike and Karen Davis | Paula Dickey | Randy and Linda Digby | Charlie Doerlich 
| David Dorton | Susi R. Edwards | Scott Elder | Doug English | Dr. and Mrs. Burton R. Evans | Don and Pat Francis | Adam and Linda Fuller | 
Susan Gantt | Kristin Garbario | Jack and Barbara Garrett | Charles and Herlene Gilbert | Don and Peggy Graab | Jane W.Guinn | Tracy Hall 
| Rev. Jerome Hamm | Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hays | Bryan and Jackie Hays | Alex and Amanda Hill | Jo Cranford Hodges | Harriet T. Holmes | 
Bob Hulsey | Sean R. Kanter | Charles and Deborah Kendrew | Richard and Gloria Kerns | Andrew Kincheloe | Greg and Karin King | Rev. E. 
Kenneth Kulp | Bettina I. Langham | Billy and Lisa Laube | Joan Lavin | Dale and Constance Lewis | Britt Madden, Sr. CPA PC | Wade and Kelly 
Malone | Michael and Julie McCrary | Anne M. McDaniel | Joshua McManus | Jennifer McMullen | Michael Scott Merritt | Peter and Miriam 
Moore | Rev. David and Katherine Moore | Michelle Murdock | H. Stetser Murphy, Jr. | Peter and Linda Newiger | Tommy and Linda Ogletree | 
Anil and Anita Patel | Marvin and Suzanne Peden | Marty Piepoli | Nancy Rafuse | Charles C. Rampy | Scott and Jennifer Reiser | James and 
Miriam Rhyne | Ruth W. Richardson | Helen R. Rudd | Miriam and Barclay Rushton | Mark Schoonover | Robert and Judith Simmons | Diane W. 
Simmons | Ellis Caudle Smith | Patricia C. Smolley | Leon and Bobby Solomon | Cory Stephens | John and Freda Sullivan | Ellen K. Thompson 
| Gene and Margaret Tidwell | James Waddey | Don Waguespack | G. Cecil Walker | Frank and Laura Wartner | Jeffrey Weber | Hilary Wells | 
William W. Whorley | Carol A. Winkle | Jane C. Wyatt | Linda Young | Sarah Young

Visit murphyharpst.org/heroes or contact James Waddey, Vice President of Advancement, at 404.512.7462 or jwaddey@murphyharpst.org 
to learn more.



Murphy-Harpst Children’s Centers
740 Fletcher Street
Cedartown, GA 30125

Christmas is Coming!
Believe it or not, the holiday season is right around 
the corner! Murphy-Harpst is proud to provide 
Christmas gifts for all the children in our Residential, 
Transitional Living, and Foster Care programs. That 
means in 2020 we gave Christmas gifts to 143 
kids! Visit our Facebook page for updates on our 
Christmas Amazon Wishlist this Fall. 

To discuss a donation drive to sponsor presents 
for our children, please contact: Pamela Kramer 
404.376.2723 pkramer@murphyharpst.org


