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A Letter from Scott
Spring 2021 arrives quite differently than Spring 2020! Last spring I refl ected in gratitude on the 
generosity and kindness shown to us in 2019, but I think we felt even more of that in 2020. It would be no 
exaggeration to say 2020 was one of the most diffi cult years in Murphy-Harpst’s nearly 100-year history. 
I won’t go into all the details, because you all lived it alongside us. We each had our personal struggles 
on top of our collective struggles as a community, nation, and world. The children of Murphy-Harpst 
experienced the same feelings of isolation, loss, and anxiety that we all experienced individually. 

Amidst those struggles, our kids felt your support in creative and generous ways. Volunteers gave our kids 
Fun Fridays from a distance by sending meals, games, toys, gift cards, and more.  Our longtime friends 
the NOMADS came to campus in the fall and completed outside projects while wearing masks. The 
Murphy-Harpst Auxiliary put up beautiful new Christmas decorations to bring holiday cheer to our kids 
who couldn’t leave campus. You sent gifts to 146 children and families to have a special Christmas. In 

spite of everything going on in your own lives, you amazed us again and again and again with your dedication to our children.

I truly believe 2021 will be different. Our staff have been blessed with the opportunity to start receiving COVID-19 vaccines. The weather 
is turning towards warmth and sunshine (and pollen!) again. We pray that we will be able to open our campus for visitors and volunteers 
soon. Until we can be together again physically, I continue to be immensely grateful for the ways you have supported us from a distance.

All my best,

M. Scott Merritt  | President & CEO
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Atlanta, Georgia

Scott Campbell, Vice-Chair
Cumming, Georgia
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Atlanta, Georgia
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Board Member 
Spotlight
Bobby Solomon

Bobby Solomon serves on the 
Murphy-Harpst Board and is the 
President of the Murphy-Harpst 
Auxiliary. The Auxiliary’s motto is 
“Showing Our Children That Love 
Does Endure,” and this dedicated 
group of volunteers stands by 

that commitment! In addition to advocating for our kids, 
the Auxiliary provides our residents with treats, activities, 
and more. Most recently they redecorated our campus for 
Christmas for our children and staff to enjoy!

Bobby Solomon is a retired teacher of Whitfi eld County Schools.  
In addition to serving as a teacher and with Murphy-Harpst, 
Bobby has served in various leadership positions in the United 
Methodist Women. She is a Certifi ed Lay Leader to Elizabeth 
Lee United Methodist Church in Chickamauga, GA. Bobby 
resides with her husband, Leon, in the home they built in Rock 
Spring, GA.  They have been married for 45 years, and are new 
great-grandparents.
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1561 McLendon Ave NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307

Harpst Campus (main offi ce)
740 Fletcher Street
Cedartown, GA 30125

Murphy Campus 
(foster care offi ce)
130 Grady Road
Cedartown, GA 30125

Questions about this 
newsletter? Contact the 
Advancement Team: 
advancement@
murphyharpst.org

Murphy-Harpst is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Our Mission
Provide a safe and nurturing environment where severely 
abused and neglected children and teenagers can thrive and 
heal toward a goal of re-engaging with society and leading 
productive lives.

What’s New
COVID-19 Update

In January, Murphy-Harpst 
received our fi rst allotment of 
COVID-19 vaccines from the Polk 
County Health Department! As a 
congregant care facility, our staff 
are some of the fi rst in line to get 
vaccinated. There is a great sense 

of relief and gratitude among our employees who chose to 
do so. So far, over 50 employees have taken part! 

We commend our Nursing Director, Ms. Jennifer Eubanks, 
for her tremendous efforts to keep our staff and residents 
informed and protected during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
She diligently shares pandemic updates on a campus, local, 
statewide, and national level; and capably scheduled vaccines 
for our employees as soon as they were available.

In addition to the tireless work of our Nursing and Residential 
Care staff, our volunteers have helped us numerous times 
with masks and hygiene supplies! This spring our friends 
from Snellville UMC, Wesley Woods’ Imperfect Stitchers, and 
Tammy Ripley of the NOMADS made and donated hundreds 
of masks. Thank you for helping keep our kids stylish and safe.
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Sarah Murphy’s commitment 
to children in need 

In honor of the eightieth anniversary of her school’s 
founding, we’ll be shining a light on Sarah Murphy. 
We hope that you find her story inspirational; it’s 
in her memory that we will always “make room.” 

Born in 1892 to Gabriel and Huldah McLendon, former 
slaves, Sarah was the tenth of 11 children; her mother 
passed when Sarah was 4 and she became a caregiver 
for her younger brother James very early in life. Sarah was 
bright, and by age 12 was earning money for her family 
by selling mail-order flavorings. Her earnings helped her 
father and stepmother purchase a 20-acre tract of land.

In an era when African-American 
women were not encouraged to 
pursue an education, Sarah had 
a hunger for knowledge – to learn 
and to teach. She learned as much 
as she could in a nearby country 
school before leaving for Rome 
to attend an industrial school for 
blacks. During the summers she 
traveled Polk County, teaching 
as many as 100 pupils at a time 
and helping to establish four 
schools. Sarah wanted to attend what she called the 
“big Negro University complex”: Spelman Seminary, later 
called Spelman College. Her brother James worked on the 
railroad to help her get there.

Sarah loved Spelman because life for her was so much 
easier there. With no brothers and sisters to care for, she 
took advantage of the many opportunities the school 
offered. However, it seemed that a higher power had plans 
to interrupt her higher education. 

One night she had a vision that she was walking by a canal 
surrounded by a fence. Someone was digging the ground 
out from under her as she walked. When she came to a 
gate, a voice called out to her, “Go through the gate, Sarah, 
and help your people.” After her vision, Sarah left Spelman 
and returned home. She started an independent school in 
Grady, Georgia, where impoverished Black residents paid 
50 cents per month for their children’s education.

At age 28, Sarah married Marion “Shug” Murphy. They 
saved enough money to buy an old five-room house on an 

acre of land, and Sarah officially opened her school in 1931. 
Sarah loved the children she taught and her greatest joy 
was when she gave birth to a daughter named Divinia, an 
acknowledgement of the divine gift bestowed upon her 
and Shug.

The trajectory of the Murphy’s school and lives changed 
dramatically when they took in six children, including a 
newborn, who were orphaned after their mother died in 
childbirth. Sarah’s motto – “We’ll make room” – was put 
to the test as other children began showing up on the 
doorstep. Soon the Murphys were caring for 18 children 
on their salary of $25 per month. Eventually, they were 
providing food, clothing, and shelter for approximately 50 
children at once.

Their daughter, Divinia, tragically died in 1934 at the age of 
9 of blood poisoning. Sarah Murphy, now known as “Mama 

Sarah,” applied to incorporate her 
children’s home shortly after. In 
1935, the state charter was granted 
and the Sarah Divinia Murphy 
home was born.

In 1946, Sarah Murphy won a 
$1,000 Good Neighbor award 
on a national radio show, which 
provided the resources to add 
a new building and brought 
exposure and donations. A wood 
stove fire destroyed the home in 

1950 but, due to widespread generosity and assistance 
from the community, a new home was built in 1953. Sarah 
Murphy died a few months later in 1954. Sarah Murphy 
was inducted into the Georgia Women of Achievement in 
2004.

To learn more about Mrs. Murphy, her legacy, and the history 
of Murphy-Harpst, please visit our new “virtual tour” website at  
visit.murphyharpst.org

   

Sarah’s motto – 
 “We’ll make room”  
– was put to the test 

as other children 
began showing up on 

the doorstep.
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Volunteer Spotlight
Julie Fagan

Julie Fagan is a longtime friend and supporter of Murphy-
Harpst. An employee of DeNyse Signs, a Corporate Partner 
in Douglasville, Julie is a critical part of our Christmas Season 
every year. In addition to helping spread the word and create 
advocates for Murphy-Harpst, she always goes above and beyond 
for our kids.  Less than a week before Christmas, she took the 
afternoon off work to visit 6 different stores in Canton, Marietta, 
and Kennesaw to fulfill kids’ wishes at the last minute. “Julie is 
one of the most compassionate women I have ever known,” says 
Pam Kramer, Director of Corporate & Community Engagement. 
Thank you, Julie, for your time, selflessness, and huge heart for 
Murphy-Harpst’s children!

To learn more about how you and your organization can 
volunteer with Murphy-Harpst, please contact Pamela 
Kramer, Director of Corporate and Community Engagement:  
pkramer@murphyharpst.org

Employee Spotlight
Jamey Diamond

Mr. James Diamond is a Paraprofessional at York Academy,  
Murphy-Harpst’s on-campus school. In his role, “Mr. Jamey” 
works with a cohort of students according to their Individualized 
Education Plans, helping them learn in unique and useful ways! 
With 10 years of service, Mr. Jamey is one of our veteran employees at  
Murphy-Harpst. In addition to his work in the classroom, Mr. 
Jamey is actively involved with his church, youth football, and 
hosts a turkey drive annually to benefit less-fortunate members 
of the Cedartown community. He truly has a servant’s heart and 
is an excellent role model for the children of Murphy-Harpst.

Fun Fact: Working for Murphy-Harpst is a family tradition for Mr. 
Jamey: his wife, Tia Pace, his sister Helena, and his sister-in-law, 
Ashleigh are also members of the Murphy-Harpst Team.

Meet Loki the  
Bearded Dragon 
In January, a new member joined the Murphy-Harpst Animal 
Assisted Therapy Team: Loki the Bearded Dragon! Loki quickly 
settled into life at Murphy-Harpst; he currently has a large tank 
in our Recreation Therapy Office near Noodle the Therapy Snake 
and our family of Hermit Crabs. At 3 years old, Loki is a big boy 
who loves belly rubs. The kids are looking forward to getting to 
know him and learning more about how to care for him!

Animal Assisted Therapy is a great way for our kids to process 
their emotions while experiencing the companionship and 
responsibilities of pet ownership. While most people don’t think 
of Bearded Dragons as particularly cuddly or affectionate, Loki’s 
favorite spot to sit is snuggled up on someone’s shoulder! He 
may look a little scary, but Loki is teaching our kids that you can’t 
always judge someone based on their appearances. 

Julia’s Generosity 
For several years, part of Julia Murdock’s holiday tradition was 
shopping with her family to buy gifts for children at Murphy-
Harpst.  Last Christmas was different: she still helped her mom 
collect and organize gifts for our kids, but at six years-old Julia 
was curious to learn more about why they helped Murphy-
Harpst.  When she learned about the ministry, housing, and 
education provided for our special kids, her heart was awakened 
with compassion and generosity.  She was heartbroken to learn 
that some kids didn’t live with their family, didn’t expect a visit 
from Santa on Christmas Eve, and were satisfied by the most 
modest of gifts. 

Julia looked around at her home and family, presents piled under 
the tree and decorations everywhere.  Her heart was filled with 
gratitude for all that she had, but she was overwhelmed with 
compassion for what she believed the kids at Murphy-Harpst 
would miss at Christmas. She decided to do something about it.  

Julia found an empty box and presented her parents with her 
idea. She wanted to collect money for Murphy-Harpst to help 
make the holidays special for all of the kids who call it home.  
The box was wrapped and Julia started a campaign.  She went 
person-to-person, sharing the story of our ministry, collecting 
money toward her $1000 goal. 

By caring enough to share our story and ask her community in 
Dallas, GA, to help, Julia raised $1,050.56 in 2 weeks — but her 
campaign meant much more than that.  Julia’s friends and 
Church family have been inspired to develop creative ideas to 
raise money for Murphy-Harpst.  She has raised awareness of our 
ministry in the community, reminded us that we can all make 
a difference, and Julia hopes that others will be challenged to 
support Murphy-Harpst all year long.

Georgia Conference on 
Children & Families
Murphy-Harpst is a member of Together Georgia, an alliance 
of family and children service providers dedicated to meeting 
the needs of Georgia’s most vulnerable children and families. In 
February, several Murphy-Harpst staff members, including Scott 
Merritt, our President & CEO  attended the all-virtual “Georgia 
Conference on Children & Families,” Together Georgia’s annual 
networking and continuing education conference. Murphy-
Harpst also sponsored a Networking Over Coffee virtual break 
which had over one hundred active participants!

Speakers at GCCF 2021 included thought leaders, industry 
experts, and advocates for Georgia’s children and families. Our 
employees attended virtual workshops that will help them 
impact the lives of our kids, including “Older Youth 101,” “Internet 
Crimes Against Children,” and “Trafficking and Youth.” Armed 
with new knowledge and invigorated spirits, our team left the 
conference better equipped to serve the children in our care. 
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Foster Care Update:  
Achieving the Goal of Reunification

A Christmas Unlike  
Any Other
Christmas is a beloved time of year at Murphy-Harpst, no 
matter what is going on in the world. As a matter of fact, 
Christmas preparations begin in October! Many of our children 
have never experienced the joy of Christmas because they’ve 
been living in an unstable environment. They may be jaded 
about Christmas since they may not have gotten a visit from 
Santa before. “Yes, there is a Santa at Murphy-Harpst,” says 
Murphy-Harpst Chief Operating Officer Diana Baber. “We tell 
our children, ‘you WILL get presents from Santa when you 
live at Murphy-Harpst!’”

Each child sits down with a staff member to create a Christmas 
Wish List, which can be difficult for a kid who has never made 
a wish list before. Staff encourage them to think about fun 
things they want, items they may need, and activities they 
can enjoy on the Cottage over winter break. Once their lists 
are made, Santa (aka Pam Kramer, Director of Corporate and 
Community Engagement) enters them into a database and 
assigns gifts for each child to our various church partners, 
corporate and community supporters, and individual friends 
of Murphy-Harpst. Since many churches and organizations 
weren’t meeting in person or doing physical donation 
collections, Ms. Pam and her team put all our kids’ Christmas 
Wishes on specialized Amazon Wish Lists! 

The COVID-19 pandemic meant many of our Christmas 
traditions had to be placed on hold. In a “normal” year, we 
have supporters and friends join us on campus for various 
parties and events; in 2020 our volunteers showed up from 
a distance in so many safe, creative ways! We can’t possibly 
thank everyone who made our children’s Christmas special. 

Here are some highlights:

• 146 children and families received Christmas Gifts 
from individuals, churches, community groups, and 
corporate partners

• Jackson Healthcare provided supplies for their annual 
Blanket Party

• Due West UMC and Northside UMC hosted socially-
distanced wrapping events 

• Brownie Troop 20025 and Whitfield Relay met with 
Murphy-Harpst virtually to learn about service and 
shop for children in foster care in their age bracket

• Murphy-Harpst Staff worked day and night in the 
Christmas House to process hundreds of Amazon 
Wish List gifts for our kids

Interested in supporting Murphy-Harpst through 
volunteering or in-kind donations? Contact Pamela Kramer, 
Director of Corporate and Community Engagement: 
pkramer@murphyharpst.org

In Foster Care, “reunification” is always the goal. When  foster  and birth families work together for the good of the child, we 
can reach our goal! Murphy-Harpst Foster Care has already reunified 10 children with their birth families this year alone. Please 
consider joining our team to help reunify a child with their siblings, biological parents or birth family.

Foster parents have an amazing opportunity to influence others and to make a difference in the life of a child and beyond. 
Our Assistant Director of Specialized Foster Care, Angie Davis, has some ways our foster families can make a lasting change by 
working towards reunification!
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Interested in learning more about Fostering with  
Murphy-Harpst? Visit www.murphyharpst.org/foster or 
reach out to Agnetta Delancy, Director of Specialized Foster 
Care:  adelancy@murphyharpst.org | 678-704-9291

Visit Murphy-Harpst –  
Virtually! 
One of the most difficult things about the COVID-19 pandemic 
has been having to restrict visitors, volunteers, and tours of  
Murphy-Harpst Campus. Over the last several months, we have 
been working behind the scenes to develop a “Virtual” Visitor 
Experience!

On this interactive site you can tour our 160-acre campus while 
learning about our nearly-100 year history of serving Georgia’s 
most vulnerable children. You will learn about our founders, the 
evolution of services on our beautiful historic campus, and how 
we are impacting the lives of hundreds of amazing children 
every year.

Check out www.visit.murphyharpst.org to take your virtual tour!

Mentor the Child 
Spend time one-on-one with the child in your care, work 
together on their goals, make it a point to compliment them 
each day, never criticize their birth family, write a short note 
of encouragement or draw a simple picture for the child. 
Small things mean a lot! 

Advocate
Advocate for the child. As a foster parent, you are with 
them more than any other person in their life. Be 
their voice with their social workers, therapists, school 
personnel and birth families.

Family Unity and Self Care
Take time for you, your marriage, and your birth/adoptive 
children. Foster parenting is stressful and often thankless. 
Taking care of yourself and your family will help to show 
foster children how a strong family works day in and out.

Self-Improvement
Make time for self-improvement. Teach the child how 
to do things, take a class, learn how to do something 
you have always wanted to do, read a novel, join a gym. 
Children learn by example and your enthusiasm for 
learning will be contagious! 

Recruit New Foster Families
Recruit another family to become foster parents. We 
are in desperate need  for foster homes. When you 
recruit other loving families for these children, you 
touch countless lives! Every child deserves a family, and 
reunification is one way to make that happen. 

Be a Mentor
Mentor a new foster parent. You were there once, and you 
know that foster parenting can be a challenge. Make an 
effort to connect with another foster family to mentor and 
to listen. 

Don’t Quit
Be committed for at least one year or until you reunify your 
child to their forever home. Foster children need somebody 
who won’t give up. Resolve to be that person for them 
through reunification!



Since 1924, supporters of Murphy-Harpst have devoted 
their time, talent, and treasure in support of providing 
life and hope to children. For many individuals, making 
a planned gift — a contribution that is arranged in the 
present and allocated at a future date — to Murphy-
Harpst through their will or estate plan allows them to 
take pride in leaving a legacy benefitting the children of 
Murphy-Harpst for generations to come. Common types 
of planned gifts include:

• Bequests (gifts made through your will or living trust)

• Insurance policies

• Gifts of retirement plan assets after your lifetime

• Charitable gift annuities

• Many others…

Making a planned gift to Murphy-Harpst might allow you to make 
a larger gift than otherwise possible. Legacy giving also allows 
some donors to increase their retirement income and receive tax 
advantages. Planned gifts generate a long-lasting philanthropic 
impact for the children in our care. Gifts of all sizes and types make 
a difference.

Are you ready to leave your legacy by supporting Murphy-Harpst? Please 
contact James Waddey at jwaddey@murphyharpst.org or  
404-512-7462 for more information.

With Love from the  
Art Club
Our Recreation Clubs are back in full swing for Spring!  “There 
has been so much anticipation for clubs to start back again,” 
says Recreation Manager Jessica McWilliams. “After being on 
the Cottage so much for Christmas Break, clubs are a great 
opportunity for the kids to play with purpose.” Our Boys 
in particular have been incredibly excited about Art Club 
starting back, and even had a project in mind for Valentines 
Day. These young gentlemen spent weeks planning how to 
make their dream a reality, and the finished product was a 
beautiful collage of hand painted hearts! Some of the young 
men honored their friends, family, and even sweethearts. 
We are so proud of their creativity and teamwork to make it 
happen for our campus to enjoy.

How one young man made a 
family’s Thanksgiving
Every year Mr. James Diamond, a longtime Murphy-Harpst employee, holds a turkey drive 
fundraiser. Through support from friends, family, and Murphy-Harpst colleagues, “Mr. 
Jamey” provides turkeys to the Cedartown community. These turkeys go to our neighbors 
who need a little help making Thanksgiving special for their families.

“C” is one of our Transitional Living Program residents who has a job off-campus and is 
growing into a fine young man. Last fall, he saved his money and donated a turkey to Mr. 
Jamey’s turkey drive. We are so proud of C’s loving, generous spirit and for Mr. Jamey’s 
example to our youth, inspiring them to find joy in helping others. C is in our Creative Writing 
Therapy program, and here is the story of his donation in his own words:

“Hello everyone, so as you all are aware, Mr. Jamey holds a turkey drive every year to give 
back to those in the community who aren’t financially stable and to just give back to the 
community in general. So early November I saw the paper pertaining to his turkey drive and 
I volunteered and took it upon myself to also buy and donate a turkey.

The reason that I done this is because I got to thinking about how I’ve been in situations 
like this before being out on the streets and not being able to celebrate holidays or 
able to spend the holidays with my family and just thinking about how I felt like I had 
no one that really cared for me and how I thought no one even thought about me. I 
just want to give back and have that feeling of knowing that I’ve done something right 
and know that there’s people out there in the world that would do the same for me...  
Hope y’all have a wonderful thanksgiving.”

Support Murphy-Harpst Through  
Legacy Giving
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Murphy-Harpst Children’s Centers
740 Fletcher Street
Cedartown, GA 30125

8th Annual

Miles of Hope  
from Home!
Saturday, May 15

Join us for our 8th Annual Miles of Hope! After a 
successful “Miles of Hope from Home” in 2020, 
we are doing another virtual event in support of 
the children of Murphy-Harpst. This fun annual 
tradition is a great opportunity to ride, run, walk, 
or move with other Murphy-Harpst advocates 
and supporters from the safety of your own 
neighborhood! Join us in raising awareness 
for our cause while also getting outside and 
enjoying the spring weather. No matter how 
near or far, you can support Murphy-Harpst 
by raising money, logging miles, and having 
fun! This event is free to participate, but 
individuals donating $25 or more will receive a 
commemorative t-shirt. 

Individuals, teams, churches, and  
corporate sponsors interested in the Miles of  
Hope Ride or Walk can visit www.murphyharpst.
org/Miles2021 or contact Scott Fuller:  
sfuller@murphyharpst.org for more information.


