


Friends of Murphy-Harpst,

As we look back on the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year, I am filled with gratitude for the 
unrelenting support you gave to Murphy-Harpst. 

This year brought many milestones: we welcomed new foster families, staff, 
volunteers and supporters, and most importantly, new children. We opened an 
office in Atlanta and introduced our Transitional Living Program for our youth 
preparing for independent living. We opened a Point Store on campus so our 
youth making progress toward treatment goals may purchase inexpensive and 
fun items. I celebrated my one-year anniversary as CEO & President and am 
humbled to serve alongside a wonderful team and Board of Directors.

In this Impact Report you will see how you helped change the lives of Georgia’s 
most vulnerable children. The numbers are awesome reminders of the influence 
our actions have on others. The impact of every donation, every gift-in-kind, 
every hour spent on a work team is directly reflected in the services we offer our 
children. Behind each statistic in this report is a brighter future for our children–  
a brighter future that would be impossible without your support.

Looking ahead, we have our work cut out for us. The foster care crisis in Georgia 
rages on. Children are experiencing neglect and abuse at alarming rates. 
Substance abuse rates continue to rise. But at Murphy-Harpst, we are prepared 
to face these challenges. I am confident that with your continued support and 
willingness to serve; we can provide life and hope to even more children in need. 
The impact we made together in 2016-2017 is nothing short of miraculous.

Are you ready to see what we can do together in 2017-2018?

A Letter  
from Scott

M. Scott Merritt
President & CEO

Since 2016, M. Scott Merritt has 
led Murphy-Harpst as President & 
CEO using his strong background 
in therapy, non-profit management, 
and youth advocacy. His 24 years of 
experience working with individuals 
who need intensive services makes 
him a excellent resource for the 
growth of Murphy-Harpst.

About Scott

Connect

We have a new website! 
Website: www.MurphyHarpst.org 
Facebook: /MurphyHarpst 
Instagram: @MurphyHarpst

Phone: 770.748.1500

Development Office: 
50 Hurt Plaza, Suite 1620  
Atlanta, GA 30303

Harpst Campus: 
740 Fletcher Street 
Cedartown, GA 30125

Murphy Campus (foster care office): 
130 Grady Road 
Cedartown, GA 30125

Questions about this Impact Report? 
Contact the Development Team: 
Development@murphyharpst.org



62,494
meals served

234
hours of individual equine 

therapy sessions

7
group therapy 

offerings a week

8,589 
hours of individual 

therapy

9
reunifications

16
licensed clinical 

professionals on staff

847
volunteers on 

campus

7
adoptions

75
residents on campus 

at a time

8.2
months is the average 

length of a stay

130
off-campus 
trips taken

44
counties represented

Your 2016–2017 Impact

1,927
donors

$1.35mil
raised in this 

fiscal year



Demarkus’ Story
Demarkus came to Murphy-Harpst as an adolescent after a lifetime of 
instability. He was moved  around frequently. When Demarkus moved in with his 
alcoholic mother, his living situation became dangerous. Shortly after moving in, 
Demarkus was taken into State Custody.  

Demarkus came to Murphy-Harpst to work on anger issues and confidence.   
Once removed from his tumultuous home life, Demarkus realized he had artistic 
talent and began expressing himself through creative outlets. Therapists taught 
him to channel his violent energy into art. Eventually, he became aware of his 
gifts and devoted his free time to sketching and fashion design.  

After nearly two years of treatment and growth, Demarkus was placed in a foster 
home and is thriving in his new stable environment. “Murphy-Harpst helped me 
with my coping skills, my life skills, and 
helped me handle stuff as a mature 
adult,” he explains, “I don’t know what 
I would do without Murphy-Harpst.” In 
April of 2017, a staff member connected 
Demarkus with a local boutique owner. 
Demarkus got to visit the store, show 
off his designs, and spend quality time learning about what it means to own 
a business. Not only is he already networking in the Atlanta fashion scene, 
he hopes to attend art school after graduation. When he isn’t studying or 
working his part-time job, Demarkus is sketching and designing clothes.  
Now, Demarkus says, “I’m still learning as I go along, and everything is good.”

“I don’t know what 
I’d do without 
Murphy-Harpst”

Life is good at 
Murphy-Harpst




